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Young art creators must break through boundaries of their disciplines

Local young art creators Benedict Yu and fashion designer Joanna Lim collaborated with five
students from other institutes of higher education to create the shopping mall mural,
Motherboard. They believe that in a multiracial and culturally diverse society, young people in
Singapore need a physical space for constructive communication, so that different voices can
be heard and valued.

Report by Xie Kunliang
Lianhe Student Correspondent
Photography by Bai Yanlin

Art can inspire elements of innovation and sustainable future through collaboration.

Commissioned by the newly opened GR.ID shopping mall, local young art creator Benedict Yu,
25, and fashion designer Joanna Lim, 27, created an abstract mural in the mall together with
five other students from other institutes of higher education. The mural, titled Motherboard, is 29
metres long and 12 metres tall, and its creation took seven months. Believed to be the largest
hand-painted mural in a local shopping mall, it will be on long-term display from today.

This is the first collaboration between Benedict and Joanna to design a large mural. Although
the two come from different creative fields, they believe that only by breaking through the
boundaries of their disciplines can they achieve new heights in their respective creative careers
and inspire new ideas.

Joanna says, “As an art creator, you have to try everything. Get out of your comfort zone and
explore and experiment with other types of art; that is the kind of spirit that needs to be
encouraged.”

They met when they were studying at LASALLE College of the Arts in 2017 and collaborated on
a cross-disciplinary fashion show entitled "Yuan" in the same year.

Benedict, who graduated with a Diploma in Fine Arts from LASALLE College of the Arts and is
currently studying BA(Hons) Arts Management, said that the team started to create
Motherboard in December last year. The mural was inspired by the exterior of the GR.ID
shopping mall, which looked like a brightly coloured CPU. "The colourful heart-shape of the
mural is like a motherboard. It is the core of human life and the source of vitality and passion for
young people. The infinite creativity of young people flows like data, threading between different
voices, languages and thoughts. "

The GR.ID shopping mall is located at Selegie Road, close to LASALLE, School of the Arts
Singapore (SOTA) and other art institutions. Benedict and Joanna hope that the mural can
encourage students to create boldly and explore unknown possibilities through collaboration
and open dialogue.

They believe that having different racial and cultural backgrounds means young Singaporeans
need a physical space for constructive communication all the more, so that different voices can
be heard and valued.



Source: Lianhe Zaobao © SPH Media Limited.
15 December 2021, zbNOW Page 2
Permission required for reproduction

He Chongguang and Lin Peigian from the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA), Wu Shuhui
from SOTA, Sarah Noorhimli from LASALLE and Tang Aiwei from Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) were invited to create the mural together. They spent a total of 750 hours to
complete the mural, using 150 litres of acrylic paint.

Benedict believes that it is a wonderful experience for a group of young people who didn’t know
each other to get together and create such a harmonious and unique work. "Interestingly,
although some students are not majoring in art-related disciplines, their painting skills are better
than mine!"

Migrant worker guiding operations at height

Benedict recounts that they encountered a lot of difficulties in the process of creating the mural.
The most memorable was having to draft and paint the mural in an electric gondola lift seven
stories above the ground and try to overcome his fear of heights. For the successful completion
of the artwork, Benedict was particularly grateful to the four Bangladeshi migrant workers
operating the gondola. During the process, they not only shared with him the experience of
performing operations at height but also volunteered to help paint the mural.

Benedict believes that his biggest breakthrough is going beyond his own artistic practice to
collaborate with people from different backgrounds, to accept new ideas and to come to the
realisation that division of disciplines does not matter for artistic creativity.

Joanna, who established her own fashion brand Joannalsm four years ago, said that she
needed to consider customers’ preferences and needs when managing a brand, but this time
she could "go wild and create" completely based on her own ideas without compromise, for
which she was most grateful.

Art market showcases talents of young people

This mural collaboration is just the beginning for Benedict and Joanna. They hope to create
more opportunities and a more inclusive platform for young creatives to practise their skills,
boldly innovate, and showcase their talents.

They are currently collaborating with two other young creatives—theatre director Tiffany Chang
and photographer Muhammad Adli Dinie—to open a two-month pop-up art market called
Airplane Mode in the GR.ID shopping mall. The market features 25 local independent brands
and 10 young artists, and they hope this platform will raise local awareness of young creatives
at home.

Joanna says there is still a lack of platforms which are friendly towards start-up independent
brands or art creators. They created this space for everyone to seek partners and for the public
to come and hear stories behind the creatives' works. “The future is full of uncertainty. Young
people need courage and even more opportunities.”

The Airplane Mode art market will be on the ground floor of the GR.ID shopping mall (1 Selegie
Rd, S188306) from now until January 9 next year. The market is free to visit, and creative
workshops are charged. You can register online (www.asylumdrift.com/book-online).




